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Abstract:
Epidemiology of Hospitalized Patients in Burn Ward of Imam
Khomeini Hospital in Urmia (2005)

Aghakhani, N.I; Rahbar, N.Z; Feizi, A.3; Karimi, H.4; Vafa Shoar, N.?
1. Instructor of Nursing, Department of Nursing, Urmia University of Medical Sciences
2. BSc of Nursing
3. Assistant Professor of Nursing, Department of Nursing, Urmia University of Medical Sciences

4. BS of Statistics

Introduction: Burn injuries, in many ways, are considered to be one the most tragic events an
individual can experience during his life. In particular, the Iranian province of West Azarbiajan
provides one of the most dangerous sites, because of a very cold weather condition imposed by its harsh
winters. This study is aimed to provide preventive measures for prevention and treatment of the
complications.

Materials and Methods: Using hospital files, this cross-sectional study which was carried out in 2005
examined age, sex, burn surface area (BSA), length of hospital stay and case fatality of 639 patients
admitted to Imam Khomeini Hospital in Urmia. T test and SPSS software were used to analyze data..
Results: From the total of 639 patients 310 (48.3%) were females and 329 (51.7%) were males.
Burning with flame accounted for 39.9% of admissions. The mean of age was 23.6+0.4 years with a
range of 1-81 years old. Almost 31.8% of admissions were in the 16-25 years age group. The mean
length of hospital stay was 7.76 (1-60) days and 21.7% of patients remained for longer than 10 days in
hospital. Overall case fatality was 25.9%. Patients with <40% BSA burn had a mortality of 4.9%. The
corresponding value for those with >40% BSA burn was 76.7%. Most of the cases had occurred in
November (10.95%), July (9.54%) and February (9.23%).

Conclusion: Results of the study will help to channel the health care efforts towards prevention and
provides a valuable baseline to assess the future efforts. Increasing the quality and quantity of
emergency wards could increase the improvement of burn lesion which in turn will lead to the decrease
in length of hospital stay.

Key words: Epidemiology, Burn, Urmia
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